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Homeschooling in Florida: Keeping Within the Law

THREE OPTIONS FOR HOMESCHOOLING IN FLORIDA

 As a registered homeschooler within your home county/school district.

 As part of a private, “umbrella” school.

 With a private tutor licensed by the state to teach the grade-levels or subjects in 
which instruction is given.

*Using FLVA/FLVS full-time is not considered homeschooling by the state. Students 
choosing this option are designated as public school students.



Homeschooling with Your School District

S
ta
rt

File a letter with your 
district stating your 
intent to 
homeschool.

This letter should 
include the names, 
address, and birth 
dates of each 
student.

P
ro
g
re
ss

Maintain a portfolio. 
Include work samples, 
a log of educational 
activities, and a 
reading list.

This portfolio must be 
kept for at least 2 
years from 
completion of the 
school year for which 
it was created.

R
e
p
o
rt

Teacher evaluation.

Standardized test 

administered by a 

licensed teacher. 

Psychologist/ 

psychiatrist 

evaluation.

OR 

Other method 

approved by the 

district 

superintendent.



Sample Letter of Intent

Your name
Address
Phone

Superintendent Name
Address

Dear Mr./Ms. Name

This letter is to inform you of our intent to establish and maintain a home education program for our 
child(ren), First Last (DOB), First Last (DOB), according to Florida Statutes 1002.41. 

Printed Parent Name
Signed
Date

*Must be filed within 30 days of starting your program. Send it certified, with confirmation of receipt.



Sample Letter of Termination of Homeschool Program

Your name
Address
Phone

Superintendent Name
Address

Dear Mr./Ms. Name

This letter is to inform you of the termination of our home education program for our child(ren), First Last 
(DOB), First Last (DOB). 

Printed Parent Name
Signed
Date

*Must be filed if you put your children in public, private (or private umbrella) school, move to a new county 
or state, or if your child graduates.



Umbrella Schools

Requirements by school vary, as does cost. At minimum, you must provide the following:

• Record of attendance for at least 180 days of instruction per calendar year.
• Birth certificate.
• Medical (vaccination) records or religious waiver.

You do NOT have to take standardized tests or have a teacher evaluation, or maintain a 
portfolio for your county.

Florida Unschoolers - https://sites.google.com/site/floridaunschoolers/
• No fees/tuition.
• Only asks for quarterly attendance reports.

Alternative Choices in Education Academy - http://aceainc.org/ (Owned by MFH’s Kenya)
• $25 per year for first child/$15 for each additional child.
• Affiliated with FLVS, for students interested in taking classes through the virtual school.
• Academic year runs August 1st – July 31st.

https://sites.google.com/site/floridaunschoolers/
http://aceainc.org/


Tips for New Homeschooling Moms

1. Get a Homeschool Buddy.
2. Remember you have 365 days for your year; you don’t have to follow the public school 

calendar for your homeschool year.
3. Join a support group or co-op and participate in get-togethers, classes, and field trips.
4. Shake off the public school mentality. Don’t think each child has to have an entirely 

separate curriculum for every subject. Your entire family can study many of the same 
subjects together, with different levels of work based on ages and abilities.

5. Have a sense of humor. You will hear negativity from outside sources. Hollywood 
especially likes to take periodic swings at homeschoolers on TV and in movies. Learn to 
laugh it off. It’s nothing more than ignorance and stereotyping.

6. Establish your authority with friends and family members. Let them know you are happy to 
discuss any homeschooling concerns they have privately with them, but they are NOT to 
undermine your authority in front of your children for any reason.

7. Make absolutely certain you are following the laws.
8. Keep a running list of reasons for “Why I Homeschool.” Use it for motivation any time 

you’re feeling doubtful about your decisions.



The Mid-Year Review

Assessing your 
homeschool program.



What is Education?

According to Google:

• the process of receiving or giving 
systematic instruction, especially at a 
school or university

• an enlightening experience

Take a moment to define education for 
yourself – what you want for your children.



Write Down Your General Education Goals First

Academic
 Language & Composition

 Mathematics

 Natural Sciences

 History & Geography

 Other/Electives

Life Skills
 Money/Financial Literacy

 Cooking

 Minor car repair

 Etiquette/social skills

 First aid/CPR

Examples:



“How Do I Know What To Teach?”

Many resources suggest various ideas for a general 
scope and sequence, such as:

World Book - http://www.worldbook.com/free-
educational-resources/typical-course-of-study

What Your X-Grader Needs to Know -
https://books.coreknowledge.org/home.php?cat=298

Do NOT get hung up on ages and grades. Use such 
resources as a guideline, but recognize that children 
are individuals with individual needs.

Remember, there are no laws specifically governing 
what homeschoolers must teach in Florida.

http://www.worldbook.com/free-educational-resources/typical-course-of-study
https://books.coreknowledge.org/home.php?cat=298


Work Backward, From Graduation Down for More Detailed 
Plans

English Composition:
Conventions of standard written English
Revision skills
Ability to use source materials
Rhetorical analysis
Essay writing

Humanities:
Literature: drama, poetry, fiction, non-fiction
The Arts: painting, sculpture, architecture, music, 
dance

Mathematics:
Algebra and functions
Counting and probability
Data analysis and statistics
Financial mathematics
Geometry
Logic and sets
Numbers

Natural Sciences:
Biology
Physics
Chemistry
Earth-Space Science



Work Backward, Cont.

Social Sciences:
History – US History, Western Civilization, World History
Government/Political Science
Geography
Economics
Psychology
Sociology
Anthropology

World Languages

Health/PE

Computer Science

These topics were culled from 
the following CLEP Exams:

College Composition
Humanities
Mathematics
Natural Sciences
Social Sciences & History
World Languages



It’s Not About the Curriculum

Think skill, knowledge, and content 
mastery, not, “We finished this entire 
book!” for your end goal.

No curriculum, no matter how good, will 
work for every student. It’s your job to find 
the right “fit” for your child, whatever that 
delivery method may be.



Every Child is Unique

Even within immediate families, children can have 
vastly different learning styles, needs, and
abilities. What works with one child may not work 
with another.

You know your children. If something isn’t 
working, don’t be afraid to make changes.

RESEARCH, RESEARCH, RESEARCH. Use your 
local library and online sources for information 
on learning styles, teaching methods, and 
educational theories. The more armed you are 
with this information, the more comfortable you 
will be with adjusting your program when and 
where needed.



Assessing Your Child’s Progress

Use tests the way they were meant to be used, assessing knowledge and comprehension.

When taking a quiz or exam, have your child:
• Answer all questions he/she thinks he/she knows.
• Put a star next to questions he/she believes he/she knows, but is not 100% sure about.
• Leave blank all questions he/she does not know.

This tells you what your student does know (or thinks he/she knows), what he/she has some 
questions about, and what he/she doesn’t know at all. When your child guesses on a test, and 
does so correctly without letting you know it was a guess, you may believe he/she has 
mastered a topic or subject when that is not actually the case.

This method of testing enables you to see where any gaps in learning have taken place.

When possible, administer essay or short answer tests.



Testing Resources

Florida Released Exams:
http://www.fldoe.org/accountability/assessments/k-12-student-assessment/history-of-fls-
statewide-assessment/fcat-2-0/sample-questions-answer-key.stml

Regents (New York) Released Exams:
http://www.nysedregents.org/

K-12 (Language Arts & Math):
https://eprcontent.k12.com/placement/placement/placement_langarts_1.html

Remember, any workbook or worksheet can be used as the foundation for a quiz or test.

http://www.fldoe.org/accountability/assessments/k-12-student-assessment/history-of-fls-statewide-assessment/fcat-2-0/sample-questions-answer-key.stml
http://www.nysedregents.org/
https://eprcontent.k12.com/placement/placement/placement_langarts_1.html


Switching Gears in the Middle of Your School Year

You’ve come to the conclusion that it’s just not 
working. You’ve done an assessment and found 
way too many gaps in knowledge. Or maybe 
your child is actually learning, but you both 
hate the materials and you’re ready to call it 
quits.

Now what?



Salvaging the Curriculum You Have

Think of your curriculum as a resource, like an encyclopedia set. Even if the method of 
delivery is not working for you, it does not absolutely mean you have to drop it completely.

For instance, if the curriculum relies heavily on worksheets, perhaps you change to using 
student oral reports as a way of demonstrating material mastery. Or it might require that you 
read the materials first, and give a “lecture” on the topic covered. 

Although the primary function of the curriculum you chose might not be working for you, you 
may still be able to use it as a source of information.



Abandoning Your Curriculum in the Middle of the Year

You spent a lot of money on it, and you cringe at the thought of scrapping it, but you know it’s 
simply not working for you or your child.

Do NOT rush out and buy something new. You need time to really research your options and 
panicking and buying the first thing that looks good to you could leave you with the same 
problem you already face – a curriculum that’s not a good fit.

Make your own. No, really. It’s not as hard (or expensive) as it sounds. In fact, you may find 
yourself doing this every year. 

Meanwhile, this will give you the time to see what else is out there, as you plan for upcoming 
school years. Homeschool Reviews - http://www.homeschoolreviews.com/ - offers reviews of 
many, many curriculum choices, written by other moms who have used the materials and offer 
their opinions and advice.

http://www.homeschoolreviews.com/


Designing Your Own Curriculum

The first thing you need is source 
materials. Luckily, thanks to our 
public libraries and the internet, 
your problem isn’t finding enough 
resources, it’s figuring out how to 
narrow it all down.

Google is your friend! Pick any topic 
or subject and do a search. You will 
find plenty of results, no matter 
how obscure your think your search 
topic is. Not sure where to even 
start? Refer back to your Academic 
Goals list or a general scope and 
sequence for ideas.



For Younger Students

Notebooking & Nature Journaling

Notebooking pages can be as simple or as elaborate 
as you like. Look online and you can find many 
sources of notebooking templates, some free and 
some fee-based.

Pick a topic to study, such as a biography of Ben 
Franklin, the rock cycle, Viking ships, or the poems of 
Robert Louis Stevenson. Research this topic, using 
your library or the internet. You might find a book to 
read, a video to watch, or a website to explore. Your 
child should draw a picture and write a sentence or a 
few sentences detailing what he/she’s learned. The 
older the child, the smaller the picture box and the 
more space for writing should be used. Very young 
children may use blank paper for drawing, or you can 
look online for related coloring sheets.



For Younger Students, Cont.

Nature Journaling

Nature journaling is exactly what it sounds like. 
Take a sketch book, go outside, and sketch and 
write about what you see. If there’s not a whole 
lot in your backyard or neighborhood, go 
farther from home, to a park or the beach or 
some other natural setting.

Use journal entries for a jumping-off point for 
further research and study.



For the Middle Grades

Gather materials such as library books, DVD 
documentaries, and internet sites on the subjects 
your child has been studying.

Use a modified form of the Cornell Note-taking 
Method to record learning.

Formulate a question. Take notes that specifically 
answer/address the question. List out key terms.

This method may be used for science, literature, 
history, geography, and more. For instance, as 
part of a book report, the question might be, “Why 
did Character X decide to ----?” The notes section 
would answer that question, while the key terms 
box is used for vocabulary words.



For High School

The internet provides a vast source of fantastic resources high school students can use for 
their studies.

All of the following are free to use:

Khan Academy - https://www.khanacademy.org/
Saylor Academy - http://www.saylor.org/
Learner.org - http://www.learner.org/
HippoCampus - http://www.hippocampus.org/
Carnegie Mellon’s Open Learning Initiative - http://oli.cmu.edu/learn-with-oli/see-our-free-
open-courses/
Udacity - https://www.udacity.com/

Students can choose to study individual topics, such as those found at Khan Academy, or 
even complete entire courses. As they are self-paced, the students can start any time.

https://www.khanacademy.org/
http://www.saylor.org/
http://www.learner.org/
http://www.hippocampus.org/
http://oli.cmu.edu/learn-with-oli/see-our-free-open-courses/
https://www.udacity.com/


“But wait. What about math?”

Mathematics is a tricky subject for a lot of homeschool families. And asking a group of moms 
for their opinions on the “best” math curriculum will likely net you several different answers.

Some like Saxon. (Some hate it.) Some like Teaching Textbooks. Some like Math-U-See.
My personal favorite is the Learn Math Fast system. http://www.learnmathfastbooks.com/
As the site says – “Learn years of math in a matter of months.” You can purchase the entire 
curriculum, or one book at a time. Even if you are switching gears mid-year, this system can 
work for you. Especially if you are shifting gears mid-year, this system can work for you.

If Learn Math Fast is out of your price range, ALEKS, an online, self-paced math site ($20 per 
month), is another option. http://www.aleks.com/ Also, the Demystified book series covers 
everything from Everyday Math to College Algebra. These books are self-paced and self-
directed and include quizzes, tests, and even a final exam. Both ALEKS and the Demystified 
series can be used to complete a course in a shorter-than-a-full-year term, allowing for a 
mid-year switch.

You can also find math books and programs through your local library. Online, Khan Academy 
has math videos, and Free World U has flash-card based math courses for K-12. 
http://www.freeworldu.org/static/index.aspx

http://www.learnmathfastbooks.com/
http://www.aleks.com/
http://www.freeworldu.org/static/index.aspx


For All Students

READ, READ, READ, READ, READ, READ, READ

Read together or independently. Read out loud to 
each other. Read fiction and non-fiction. Write 
book reports, or present them orally. Just keep 
reading. Reading improves vocabulary and 
grammar, expands knowledge, and ensures 
learning is happening, even if you have to toss all 
other curriculum sources you’ve tried.

Have a reluctant reader? Read to him/her. Or try 
comic books. Yes. Comic books. (Or for older 
students – graphic novels.)

Just. Keep. Reading.



Document Your Changes

If you are homeschooling with your county and maintaining a portfolio, document the 
alterations/changes you make to your homeschool program. Even a simple, one-page note 
explaining why you decided to change course and outlining how you plan to finish your year 
should serve to help keep you on your new track and provide information to either a teacher 
for evaluation purposes or your district superintendent, should you be called upon to present 
your portfolio.



You CAN Do This

Okay, so you did a review, decided things 
just weren’t working – or maybe they are -
but you’re still feeling nervous and unsure.

Don’t let it discourage you to the point of 
giving up. I have yet to meet a single 
homeschool family who hit it out of the 
ballpark right from the start. And trust me. 
I’ve met hundreds of homeschooling 
families over the years. It takes effort and 
trial-and-error, but you will find your 
footing and it will absolutely be worth the 
effort.

You can do this. I believe in you, and you 
should, too.



Zack Farrell
Class of 2011

&

Erin Farrell
Class of 2013


